From its inception, the Journal has been a peer-edited, peerreviewed quarterly (January, April, July, and October). The Journal currently has 850 subscribers, a number that has grown steadily over the decades. 7 Not surprisingly, the cost of an annual subscription has also risen over time, from $7.50 in 1957 to $35 in 2010. 8 Like most law reviews, the Journal utilizes ExpressO for manuscript submissions, 9 William S. Hein & Co., Inc. for back issue orders, 10 and the Copyright Clearance Center for reprint permissions. 11 As is so often the case, the impetus for the Journal's creation was need. As Professor Surrency explained in the inaugural issue:
Many authors are aware of the difficulty in obtaining publication of any article on any aspect of legal history published in any of the many current legal periodicals. The editors of these journals feel that articles on the more practical current aspects of the law should receive priority in their publications. [At the same time, m]any articles of great significance to an understanding of our legal institutions are published in the historical journals to which the legal profession has limited access. The American Journal of Legal History seeks to combine the professional approach of the historian and the technical knowledge of the lawyer, which is essential if a history of American law is to be prepared. It seeks to provide a forum for the publication of articles on legal history. 12 Although the Journal was started by Temple, during its first 25 years it was the official publication of the American Society for Legal History ("ASLH") and looked to cover its costs by sharing in the dues paid by the ASLH membership. 13 Perhaps inevitably, clashes developed, and at the end of 1982 the ASLH and Temple parted company; in the divorce, Temple kept the Journal and the ASLH began a new publication known as the Law and History Review.
14 Today, the Journal relies on a combination of subscription fees and Temple subsi- 17 For 2011, the editors have updated the Journal's long-time design. As a result, the cover is now white with black lettering (previously it was buff with black lettering); the logo 18 has been enlarged and moved to the center; the broad stripe along the left-hand edge, which formerly changed color every year, is now "Temple cherry"; and the volume numbers are in Arabic rather than Roman numerals. Between the covers there is more white space (to improve readability) and the typeface, which used to be a combination of Palatino (outside) and Times Roman (inside), has been made uniformly Calibri. 15 The Journal has been subsidized by Temple for most of its history. See E-mail of Professor Erwin C. Surrency, "Re: Law Library Journal," dated June 22, 1995, available at http://lawlibrary.ucdavis.edu/lawlib/jun95/0602.html (last visited Sept. 15, 2010) ("When I sought [the] support of Temple University for the establishment of the American Journal of Legal History, I only promised that it would break even[,] which it did for several years during its early history."). 16 As the Journal's mastheads reveal, staffers have gone by a variety of titles, including "managing editor," "associate editor," "assistant editor," "book review editor," "editorial assistant," and "research assistant." The precise duties of these individuals have varied, but have usually consisted of some combination of manuscript solicitation and selection, copy editing, and cite checking. Most of the time, the masthead has also listed a "business editor," "business manager," or "subscriptions and circulation manager." Uniquely, the 1959 masthead included Professor Neil H. Alford, Jr., of the University of Virginia's law school, as "Reporter, American Society for Legal History. 20 In fact, the Journal has always exceeded this number and has averaged 420 pages per volume. 21 Having published nearly 1,500 writers and 21,000 pages, a full set of the Journal now occupies seven feet of shelf space.
In addition to its print version, the Journal is available in such electronic databases as HeinOnline, Journal Storage ("JSTOR"), and Westlaw. The Journal is also included in both Current Law Index and the Index to Legal Periodicals. At present, work is underway on a Journal web site. 22 The editors are also looking into making issues available via EBSCO and Lexis, enlarging the Journal's footprint on the Social Science Research Network ("SSRN"), and starting a Facebook page.
Prior to 2010, the Journal had both an editorial board and an advisory board, but the former has now been merged into the latter. The unified board's membership continues to be made up of prominent attorneys and historians. preview of what will be available on the web site). When the web site becomes operational, its URL is expected to be: http://www.temple.edu/law/ajlh/. It also plans to purchase the URL www.ajlh.org. 23 From 1957 until his death in 1974, the honorary chairman of the advisory board was U.S. Chief Justice Earl Warren. He welcomed readers to the Journal with the following words:
All lawyers are, of course, in some sense students of legal history. The knowledge of medieval law, which is essential to the most elementary understanding of our land law, is an obvious example. But legal history as history has generally been neglected by a profession too busy with the work at hand to be self-conscious about itself, its traditions, its past. Gaps have iii content Originally, the Journal had four sections:
The first section will consist of articles on legal history including biographical accounts of outstanding members of the profession.
The second section, eruditely entitled Brevia Addenda, will contain comments and short notes of information which have been discovered through research.
The third section will print the text of significant documents pertaining to legal history. It is the purpose of this section to preserve our legal documents, such as court records and the correspondence of lawyers on legal matters, before they are lost through the natural destruction of time. . . .
The final section will be devoted to book reviews, with notes and references to articles appearing in historical and legal publications which would be of interest to the legal historian. Many of these articles will be digested for the convenience of the reader. Also included in this section will be bibliographies of subjects in the field of legal history. 24 In 1972, the Journal dropped the second and third sections and scaled back the fourth section to book reviews and books received. As of 2011, the Journal is discontinuing the books received page.
The January 1957 issue served notice that the Journal would be a diverse read, for it included articles on the history of bailment and Louisiana's adoption of the civil law, a brevia addenda about the nation's first federal judges, documents describing the daily operations of Philadelphia's colonial trial courts, a bibliography of recent works on legal history, two book reviews, and a list of books received. Such variety continues to be a hallmark of the Journal. The January 2010 issue, for example, featured a biography of John B. West (the founder of the West Publishing Company), articles about the Irish Court of Admiralty and the Indian Removal Act, 11 book reviews, and a list of books received.
been left in our knowledge of the development of our American legal institutions. By encouraging the work of scholars and by making available to them . . . basic source material . . . the Journal should help us as lawyers and citizens toward the kind of understanding of the past which illuminates the present. Earl Warren, Introduction, 1 AM. J. LEGAL HIST. 1, 1 (1957). On the Journal's tenth anniversary, Warren wrote again to express his pride in the publication's accomplishments as well as the "decades of service which lie ahead." See Earl Warren, Foreword, 10 AM. J. LEGAL HIST. 1, 1 (1966) . 24 1957 Introduction, supra note 12, at 3-4.
The remainder of this issue of the Journal presents a comprehensive index to volumes 1-50 prepared by Dr. Joel Fishman of the Allegheny County (Pennsylvania) Law Library. 25 As it shows, the Journal has amply fulfilled its early pledge to publish articles on "the history of all legal systems such as the English law, Roman law, and Canonical law as well as American law."
iV imPAct
The impact of the Journal is hard to overstate. As the first English-language publication devoted to legal history, 27 it has been relied on extensively. A July 2010 Westlaw search, for example, returned nearly 3,000 results, while a Google search produced 358,000 hits (including 15,500 in Google Books). 32 Numerous other tribunals have also referenced the Journal, including 10 federal appellate courts, 23 state supreme courts, and judicial bodies in Australia, Canada, and the European Community.
V conclusion
When the Journal's first issue appeared, "Ike" was president, Gunsmoke was America's favorite television show, and Elvis Presley was at the top of the musical charts. 33 By the end of the year, the world had been turned upside-down: the Soviet Union had launched Sputnik (thereby initiating the Space Age), Europe had agreed to form a common market (by signing the Treaty of Rome), and federal troops had integrated Little Rock Central High School. 34 
